WOMONSPACE 
NEWS 


our voice in the lesbian community 


EDITORIAL 
by Lindy Pratch 

We often find ourselves in the position 
of explaining our lesbian sexuality, 
educating straight people about our lives. 
In much the same way, I and other 
vegetarians are required to defend our diet 
to the meat-eating dominant culture. 

In North America, there’s a definite 
gender bias surrounding meat. Meat is 
macho. Vegetables are weak and 
mindless... and womanish. Far more 
women than men are vegetarians, and it’s 
a significant facet of lesbian subculture. At 
the Michigan Women’s Music Festival, 
only vegetarian meals are served to the 
thousands of dykes in attendance. In 
Alberta’s cattle country, k.d. lang is as 
notorious for her “Meat Stinks” comments 
as for her sexuality. 

Vegetarians tend to be misunderstood 
as self-righteous, picky, confrontative, and 


overly sentimental. I hope that this issue of 


Womonspace News will promote discussion 
about the food choices that we make. 


DON’T I KNOW YOU? 
A self-interview with a veggie-lezzie 
by Carol 

Vegetarians get asked the pollowae 
questions quite often, and, since I had r no 
hilarious “my life with a non-veggie 
partner” story to impart, I decided to 
provide Womonspace readers with my 
version of the answers. 

Why did you decide to become a 
vegetarian? 

‘This 1s somewhat akin to the “why did 
you decide to become a lesbian” 
question. Pve never really liked meat. 
When I was in Australia in the migl- 
1980s, the smell of the disinfectant uscd 
in butcher shops was so nauseating, I 
gave up meat completely and never _ 
looked back. I stay a vegetarian mainly 
for health and compassionate reasons, — 
How do you get enough protein? — 

We had my partner’s sister and her 
boyfriend over for Thanksgiving dinner 
this year. When Mary informed them 
that it would be vegetarian fare, they 
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were so worricd about passing out from 
lack of protein before the end of the 
evening that they loaded up at breakfast 
with bacon and sausages and joked about 
stuffing beef jerky in their shirt pockets to 
munch on surreptitiously for strength 
during the meal. By the time he pushed 
back from the table, Nick was raving about 
the food and had polished off two helpings 
from his own plate as well as the remains 
of his girlfriend’s and my daughter’s. I 
assume he got enough to cat. 

There’s protein in just about everything 
except water, so it’s difficult not to get 
enough. And our society has grossly over- 
estimated the amount of protein we need. 
Multiply your weight (in kilograms) by 
0.85 to get a daily requirement (in grams). 
A cup of lentils would supply roughly 25% 
of my daily protein requirement and Red 
River cereal another 10%. As far as protein 
combining is concerned, early research had 
us obsessively combining protein sources 
with different amino acids at every meal, 
but now daily variety is suggested. 

Do you have problems with non-veggie 
lezzie partners? 

No. It has been my experience that 
partners have either been reasonably 
vegetarian themselves or have been so 
delighted that I like doing the lion’s share 
of the cooking that they have eaten just 
about anything I put in front of them. The 
most difficult gastronomic problem I 
encountered was a partner who didn’t like 
onions. 


Do you eat chicken or fish? 

The most disliked question of the 
vegetarians I know. Their response is 
usually something like, “Fish aren’t 
vegetables.” Others, though, will state 
that yes, they’re vegetarian but they eat 
chicken and fish. It’s probably best to 
assume no unless you hear otherwise. 
Isn’t vegetarian cooking a lot of work? 

It’s true that starting from scratch 
every day to prepare a gourmand’s 
delight takes some advance thinking and 
prep work. I usually soak beans 
overnight and let them simmer in the 
slow cooker all day for use in supper 
dishes. I also cook big and have the same 
thing 2-3 days running or freeze supper- 
size portions for later use. A great book 
for either those starting out or anyone 
who, like me, loves reading cookbooks in 
bed, ts one called Becoming Vegetartan: 
the Complete Guide to Adopting a Healthy 
Vegetarian Diet by Vesanto Melina et al. 
TRUE LIFE ¢X 
by Mary T Hughes 8 -~ 

My sister phoned to find out what we 
were serving for Thanksgiving dinner on 
Sunday—beef or ham—because she 
didn’t want to duplicate it at the family 
dinner she was preparing for Monday. I 
told her it would be neither; it would be 
a vegetarian meal. So she said, “Oh, so 
you re not eating men anymore?” Now 
was that a Freudian slip or what? 
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VEGGIE VACATION 
BLUES 


by Laurie 

Okay, so we’re vacationing in Victoria, 
B.C., which we discover is a magnet for 
transplanted lesbians in recovery. Every dyke 
we meet is originally from Alberta or Ontario 
and is either (a) in a 12-step program or (b) 
counselling other dykes in 12-step programs. 
My girlfriend Marcie and J are visiting from 
Redneck Country, playing tourist and staying 
with some friends. 

(Well, actually, we start out staying with 
friends, but end up staying elsewhere because 
Coriander and Pinecone, with whom we are 
supposed to be staying, get an unexpected 
visit from some boorish relatives who claim 
THEY have more right to sleep on the lumpy 
futon in C & P’s living room than we do, 
because they are REAL FAMILY—read: 
heterosexual blood relatives—and we are 
merely INCONSEQUENTIAL LESBIANS 
ON HOLIDAY, and so we get bumped, even 
though we were there first. Do I sound 
bitter?) 

“It’s okay, do not fret, dear friends,” 
Coriander and Pinecone insist, “because you 
can stay at our kind-hearted friend Pru’s; she 
has a new lover, so she’s never home these 
days anyway. You'll have the place to 
yourselves.” This pleases us greatly, because 
we know from previous visits that the lumpy 
futon in C & P’s living room leaves a lot to be 
desired in the comfort department. We are 
given directions and keys to Pru’s apartment 
and instructed to make ourselves at home. 
Which turns out to be more than a little bit 
difficult because Pru, we soon discover, is one 


of those nomadic lesbians whose entire 
worldly possessions can be packed up in 20 
minutes—in case she is ever called upon to 
set up a 12-step program in the mountains of 
Tibet on a moment’s notice. 

The tiny living room/kitchen/bedroom in 
her bachelorette suite contains one bookcase 
(crammed with titles on natural healing, self- 
help, feminist studies and lesbian poetry), 
one scratched-up wooden chair, a cupboard 
stocked with cans of chickpeas, an incense 
burner, and... a lumpy futon. We find a 
hastily-scrawled note on the counter; 
“Welcome, wimmin! Any friends of 
Coriander and Pinecone are friends of mine. 
Peace, Pru.” 

The phone rings. It’s C & P, inviting us to 
a big barbecue at Falcon’s place. “Weill pick 
you up in five minutes. We can stop and buy 
something for the grill along the way.” 

Half an hour later, we’re stepping into the 
yard of yet another phantom host. Falcon is 
out of the country on some sort of eco- 
political mission, so her friends have 
commandeered her house for their 
impromptu potluck. 

Eighteen lesbians are sitting around a 
firepit in Falcon’s back forty. Every one of 
them is sporting a tank top and Birkenstocks; 
every one of them has longer hair on her legs 
than on her head. ‘There seems to be an awful 
lot of herbal tea being passed around—and 
then it dawns on me that bringing a flat of 
Granville Island lager to an assembly of 12- 
step lesbians is probably not the most 
politically correct thing we’ve ever done. But, 
it turns out this is the least of our worries. 

We glance at the two propane barbecues 
and discover that both grills are covered with 
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tofu dogs, tofu dogs, and more tofu dogs. An 
array of side dishes consists of one platter of 
Japanese noodles, one plate of carrot sticks 
with dip, and nine chickpea salads. 

I look nervously at 
Marcie, who looks 
nervously at the 100% 
BEEF smokies we’ve 
brought for our 
dinner. Trying to 
ignore the sulfates, 
nitrites, and other offensive ingredients listed 
on the environmentally unfriendly packaging, 
we fire them onto the grill and quickly slam 
down the lid in the hopes that no one will 
notice that we've brought MEAT to a 
VEGETARIAN potluck. Only one thing 
could make matters worse. Please, I beg the 
goddess, please don’t let anyone ask what we 
do fora living... 

“Hey, welcome,” smiles a dyke ina 
crewcut and a Hothead Paisan T-shirt. “I’m 
Pomegranate, and these are my friends 
Broccoli and Kelp. That's Seascape and 
Honeysuckle over there, and the one with the 
awesome tattoo is Capricorn Dilating. We 
run an organic mushroom farm. So... what do 
you gals do for a living?” 

“Uh-oh, get ready to run,” I whisper to 
Marcie. It’s bad enough that I’m a typesetter 
for an ultra right-wing publication that is 
anti-women, anti-gay, anti-choice, anti- 
everything. At Icast it pays the mortgage. But 
Marcie... 

“I’m a, uh, mnmnn bmnmbnmg,” she 
mumbles. 

“You're a what?” Pomegranate asks again. 

“Pm a, er, Mnmnmn mbbmmm.” 

“I'm having trouble hearing you,” 


Pomegranate leans closer. “What did you say 
you do?” 

“T... AM...A...MEAT...SCIENTIST!” 
Marcie finally shricks. “I work with MEAT. 
Beef collagen is my area of expertise. I’ve 
devoted the last 12 years of my life to making 
steak more tender for the average greedy, 
obese North American carnivore,” she 
continues, getting a wicked glint in her eye. 
“Care for a smokie?” 

She might as well have announced that 
Newt Gingrich and Jesse Helms are our dates 
for the evening. As the blood drains from the 
faces of the organic mushroom farmers, 
Marcie and I decide to grab a cab back to 
Pru’s place—fast. We hit the McDonald’s 
drive-through along the way. 

“Did you ever notice,” I say to Marcie as 
we chow down on our 
Quarter Pounders With 
Cheese-like Substance, 

“that the word TOFU can 
be found in the word 
FUTON...” 

“Scary, isn’t it,” she nods. “It’s got to be 

some kind of conspiracy.” 


QUOTE: 


A few years ago there were much 
stricter rules for the dishes acceptable at 
potlucks: they had to be vegetarian, 
made from womyn-grown products, and 
have redeeming social value. Now we 
are a much more diverse community. 

Gail Sausser 
‘Lesbian Potlucks Through History’, in 
Lesbian Etiquette, 1986 
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SEX LIVES OF FRUIT 


In early 1996, a creative writing class 
was oftered for lesbians. One of our 
projects was inspired by Lorna Crozier’s 
series of poems The Sex Lives of Vegetables. 
We were each assigned a fruit and wrote 
about how we imagined its sex life. None 
of us have ever looked at fruit salad the 
same way again! 

(introduction by Suzanne) 


APPLES 

Apples don’t want it vanilla style. 
They like it rough 

Teeth, not tongue. 

They make you work for it. 


The peel does not slip off 

With a whisper and a wink 

Like the easy orange. 

The flushing layers must be peeled off 

Slowly, painfully 

And left on the floor, dripping wet with 
its juices. 


Only then will the apple let you bite 
down 
Into tts sweet white flesh 
And twist its stem around and around 
Making your wish 
Come 
True. 
SMW) 


ORANGES 
Oranges wait. 
They wait until 
You least expect tt. 
They lie in wait 
And explode their 
Tangy juices 
Into slippery places 
Smooth and wet. 
They temptingly tease 
Until they are wide open 
Split wide 
And in consuming desire 
The orange begs you 
To taste. 

K.F.H. 


PLO 
Smooth, curved buttocks 
Purple red cheeks 
Feel the softness as you run your hand 
Over the silken skin. 
Squeeze gently for firmness 
Jostling one another in the breeze 
“Pick me! Pick me!” they cry. 
Cav, 


TANGERINES 

Flaunting her scent 

Like a Spanish dancer her flounced skirts 

The bolero of her loose skin parts. 

Sweet juice squirts 

The tongue finds the pits 

The lips flick them as so many castanets. 
Chris 


Ba preer 
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PEACHES 

Peaches are a tease. 
Suspended mid-air 
Blushing pink and red 
Sun-drenched promise 
Of fleshy delight. 


Peaches like to flirt, seduce 

Entice tongue to gently lick 
Tantalizing fuzzy skin 

Arouse tongue teeth lips 

To sink deep into the golden heart 
Savour luscious juice 

Succulent bliss. 


Peaches love to satiate 
Leave you flushed and kindled 
Heady with the scent tang texture look 
Of unforbidden fruit. 
W.K. 


QUOTE: 


Do you long for your girlfriend to lick 
whipped cream from certain of your 
erogenous zones but she doesn’t do 
dairy? Toss some tofu in the blender! It 
whips up beautifully, and doesn’t taste 
that bad if you add lots of honey and 
hold your nose. 


Alison Bechde 


“Finicky Lesbian’s Guide 


to Dietary Substitutions’ 


Ul 


1996 


CLOSET CARNIVORE 


by Cathy Wood 


| like tofu, | like sprouts, 

| like soybeans, but have no doubt— 
Even though “whole grain!” | rave, 
Still it's meat | secretly crave. 


No matter how my tummy fills 
With vichyssoise and other swill, 
The scent of pottage in my head— 
I'd easy trade for steak instead. 


| know vegan I'll never be 

So long as there’s Cheesecake Factory. 
On summer nights, I'll never chew 

On eggplant/zucchini barbecue. 


While of veggie virtues | do roar, 
I've become a closet carnivore. 

An outcast amongst my friends; 
They're now cow-hugging lesbians. 


So, in my closet | will hide, 

With chicken stewed and bacon fried. 
In my covert love for carrion, 

I'm fully, part-time vegetarian! 


QUOTE: 


Tofu! What is tofu? | throw my old 
sponges away! 
Karen Williams 
“Cash Flow Makes Me Come” 
71995 
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SPLINTERS 


From the Womonspace Board 
The Womonspace Annual General 
Meeting was held at Shakespear’s on 
Sunday, October 20. Thank you to the 
members who attended! Our new board: 
President— Roz Ostendorf 
Vice-President— Tina Taylor 


Membership Director— Lynn 
Newsletter Editor— Lindy Pratch 
Public Relations— Karen Harrison 
Volunteer Coordinator— Adele 
Activities Director— Marie 
Secretary— (Currently vacant) 

A general discussion followed the 
election, mostly about possible changes to 
the dances. A motion was passed to have 
more mixed dances in the coming year. 
There will be one additional mixed dance 
in 1996/1997. (December, January and 
June will be open to male friends of 
lesbians.) 

On December 15, the Womonspace 
office will be moved to our new location 
at the Gay & Lesbian Community Centre 
of Edmonton; 103-10612-124 Street. 


Gay & Lesbian Infoline: 
988-4018 
Lesbian Life Line: 425~O51 1 


O* Hotline: 
988-3132 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS: 


DECEMBER AT ORLANDO BOOKS 
Delwin Vriend Fund 

The fireplace at Orlando Books is a 
cozy place to have a coffee and read 
about their charity of the month— 
which is the Delwin Vriend Fund 
during the month of December. 10640 Whyte 
Avenue. 432-7633. 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 

Womonspace News Meeting 

The Bagel Tree Deli, 10345-82 Ave, at noon. 
Submissions deadline for January issue. 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Forget Me Not 
National Day of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women. Atrium, Canada Place, 
97 Street & Jasper Avenue, at noon. 
Commemoration of Montreal Victims 
Orlando Books, 10640 Whyte Avenue, 7:30 pa. 
Details TBA. 


Ball ial 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 9 

Liatris Visit to Muttart Conservatory 
Forget winter amid the tropical and desert plants 
in the pyramids. This is an informal social 
gathering for queer-positive greenthumbs. 6:30 pm- 
8:30 pm. Everyone is welcome. Meet in the foyer 
after paying the admission fee; $4.25. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14 

Riverdale Solstice Dance 

For women only. Smoke-free and alcohol-free. 
Sliding scale admission. Riverdale Hall, 9231-100 
Avenue, 8:30 pm-1 AM. 
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TUESDAY, DECEMBER 17 
Shakespear's Annual Turkey Shoot 
For details, phone 429-7234. 


THURSDAY, DECEMBER 19 & FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Jupiter Crash 

Live band at Shakespear’s Darts and Rumpus 
Room, 2™ floor-10306-112 Street. $3 cover 
charge. 429-7234. 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 21 

Womonspace Mixed Dance 

Attention lesbians: this is your chance to bring 
your male friends to Bonnie Doon Hall! 
Celebrate the solstice with everyone you care 
about. In an effort to improve conditions for 
those bothered by smoke, there will be a 
nonsmoking section in the hall. Catering by 
Jazzberrys. Music by Miranda. 9240-93 St., 8 pm- 
1 am. Volunteers get reduced price or free 
admission; call 425-0511. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24 
Christmas Family Day at Shakespear’s 
2™ floor-10306-112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 31 
New Year's Eve Party at Shakespear's 
2™ floor-10306-112 Street. Details: 429-7234. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 5 

Womonspace News Meeting 

Boystown, 10116-124 Street, at noon. Deadline 
for February submissions on the topic 


“Dating.” New volunteers and women wishing 


to meet the newsletter committee are always 
welcome; come and say hello. 


New Year’s Eve 
Dance 


December 31, 1996 


at the 
BONNIE DOON HALL 
(9240 - 93 Street) 


8 pm - I am 


LIVE 


ENTERTAINMENT: 
Roxanne & Van 


TICKETS: 
Member: $10 
Non-member: $15 
AVAILABLE AT: 
Jazzberrys (433-2039) 


Orlando Books (432-7633) 


& Womonspace Dances 
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LESBIANS ONLINE 


by Sonya Moyer 

Hi Lesbians, 

For this month, the 
issue 1s Veggie Lezzies. 
I have a URL for an 
online guide to 
vegetarianism that 
might be interesting to you. Enjoy surfing: 
http://www.vegweb.com/ 

You may want to talk with other 
lesbians in a chat room. You will need a 


program named mIRC, There are several 
ways to get this. Go to Yahoo 
(http://www. yahoo.com), type ‘mirc’, and 
you will find several mIRC lists. Pick one 
that suits you. I have two URL addresses 
that I got from friends— 

http://www. irc.qg.net/ (queernet IRC) 
http://www.indy.net/~trekkie/ 

You will need a channel # to talk with 
lesbians. Check into Yahoo again, and 
type ‘channel’. You will find several lists of 
#’s. I’ve used four #’s so far. They are 
# fatdykes, #BDSM, #boychicks and 
# deafqueer. 

The mailing lists are the most fun of 
all. [ joined several of the mailing lists to 
talk through email with lesbians around 
the world. Check into URL address— 
http://www.helsinki.fi/~kris_ntk/lezlist/ 
lezl.html 

When you sce the menu, pick one or 
more lists. They will tell you how to join 
the mailing lists. Have fun. 
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MORE URL ADDRESSES— 
http://hamp.hampshire.edu/~jebF92 

(personal homepage of Anne 
Bevilacqua, queer femme... follow Anne’s 
‘Italian Vegetarian Cook’ link to many 
veggie sites, including a searchable index 
of vegetarian recipes.) 
http://www.blackiris.com 

(leather information) 
http://www.oberlin.edu/~aseoane/home 
-html 

(personal homepage of Aileen Seoane, 
vegetarian latina dyke with 11 piercings) 
http://www.wowwomen.com 

(Canadian personal homepage) 
http://qworld.org/staff/athena + 

(personal homepage) 
http://bannon.com/dap 

(class bondage; link to “TopGrrl’ and 
from there to ‘Ask Dr. Dyke’, for medical 
information pertinent to lesbians.) 
http://ccba.com/jamndeb/ 

(leather dyke) 
http:/members.icanect.net/~Idlmaam 

(kinky women expanding boundaries) 
http://www.wavefront.com/~sread/sue. 
html (very queer personal homepage of 
Sue Read, 37-year-old femme lesbian) 


Please feel free to email me at 
smoyer(@compusmart.ab.ca. If you have a 
homepage or business site related to 
lesbians and gays, please let me know. 


Thank you. 


ASK LAVERNE 


the insensitive advice columnist 
Dear Laverne, 
My friend Martha and I have both been 
single for so long, we made a bet on which 
of us would be the first to get laid. The 
winner (e.g. the first to have sex with 
someone besides herself) gets breakfast in 
bed, cooked and served by the loser. My 
problem ts this: I got lucky last night, so I 
guess that means I| win the bet. But it was 
Martha’s ex who I slept with—and I think 
she’s going to be really mad if she finds 
out. Do I keep quiet—and miss a chance 
at a great meal (Martha’s a fabulous cook) 
or spill the beans and suffer the 
consequences? (Martha 1s also a typical 
unforgiving Scorpio who could make my 
life pure hell.) What should I do? 
Signed, 
Not good at keeping secrets 


Dear Blabbermouth: 
Obviously, seducing Martha would both 
reduce your guilt and keep her cooking. 


Dear Laverne, 
I’ve only been out for a short ime but I’d 
really like to find a girlfriend. Can you tell 
me where to look? 
Signed, 
Desperately Seeking Sex Partner 
Dear Sex Partner, 


I hear Domo gas stations are a real gold 
mine. 


THROUGH OUR EYES: 


Lesbian Spectatorship of Film 
by Sharon Sherman 

Mirroring heterosexual culture, the 
portrayal of lesbianism on screen has 
historically been most present in its absence. 
When lesbians have been portrayed in 
Mainstream film, they have usually been 
represented as deviants with evil, psychotic, 
bizarre, and/or morbid characteristics. Some 
examples are: The Hunger (1983); Basic 
Instinct (1992); and The Killing of Sister 
George (1968). These aberrations of character 
are heavily linked with lesbianism, thus 
promoting the normalcy and rightness of 
heterosexuality. 

Although the portrayal (or lack thereof) of 
lesbians has not been a pretty picture, the 
cinema is an important medium for lesbian 
identification. Even without a lesbian theme, 
some mainstream films unwittingly 
contribute to lesbian identification through 
the use of certain stars and characters. 

Andrea Weiss discusses the importance of 
gossip in lesbian subculture and how it 
contributes to the subversion of dominant 
culture’s heterosexually intended messages. 
She states, “...through gossip those who are 
otherwise powerless can assign meanings and 
assume the power of representation|...| 
Something that, through gossip, is 
commonplace knowledge within the gay 
subculture is often unknown on the outside, 
and if not unknown, at least unspeakable. It is 
this insistence by the dominant culture on 
making homosexuality invisible and 


(Continued on page 12) 
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(Continued from page 11) 

unspeakable that both requires and enables us 
to locate gay history in rumour, innuendo, 
fleeting gestures, and coded language—signs I 
will consider as historical sources in order to 
examine the importance of the cinema, and 
certain star images in particular, in the 
formation of lesbian identity in the 
1930s.” 

Using the rumoured lesbianism of 
Marlene Dietrich and Greta Garbo in 
the 1930s as examples of lesbian 
subculture knowing or suspecting 
something the general public had 
little or no awareness of, Weiss 
demonstrates how the two actors 
transgressed their “heterosexual” 
roles. Through their ambiguity and 
androgyny, they led the way for 
lesbian oppositional readings of 
intended texts. (Check out the films Morocco 
and Queen Christina.) 

In her discussion of lesbians, society and 
mass media, Chris Straayer says, “...lesbians 
live in at least two worlds simultaneously. As 
lesbianism is constantly denied in the first 
world, it becomes primary status in the second, 


a lesbian-created world, the lesbian subculture. 


Whereas straight people very rarely experience 
the lesbian subculture, lesbians constantly pass 
back and forth between the two worlds... 
claiming one’s status as both human and 
lesbian creates a meta-identity: a co-existing 
awareness of who you are and who others 
think you are. This meta-identity also 
functions when lesbians experience mass 
media. Regardless of how accurately or 
inaccurately mass media represents straight 
socicty, it is created essentially fora 
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Lesbian 
Spectatorship 


heterosexual audience. The idcology it creates 
or reflects is heterosexist [...| The reactions of 
lesbians to mass media, then, is [...] an active 
questioning and recreating of what’s presented 
to them.” 

Straayer refers to a lesbian who rewrote in 
her own mind the ending of Radclyffe Hall’s 
The Well of Loneliness to make it 
fit her more positive lesbian 
reality. Straayer adds, “Shall we 
say that lesbians are well trained 
for subversive reading?” 

Using the 1982 film Personal 
Best, Elizabeth Ellsworth 
examined how feminist audiences 
construct their own readings 
“around and despite” mainstream 
films.’ Ellsworth found that 
lesbian feminists took the most 
radical reading of the Personal Best 
text. Their readings ranged from pleasure in 
watching mainstream film “get it wrong” to 
totally upsetting the conventional system of 
signification by interpreting the “wrong” actor 
as the film’s star. Although Mariel 
Hemmingway was promoted as the lead actor ~ 
and given more screen time, Patricia Donnelly 
played the more “convincing” lesbian. 

Becker, Citron, Lesage and Rich in their 
discussion of the lesbian spectator say, “Given 
the absence of any real lesbian ‘image’ on the 
screen, the lesbian audience over the years has 
had to make do by identifying with portrayals 
of strong women characters, adventurous male 
characters, or occasional women’s friendships 
[...] It’s often a case of settling for crumbs.” 
Subtexting, reliant on gossip for its cues, may 
be the most important viewing strategy for 
lesbians. 


A TD SSRIS SSR SAS RS SSS ASSES SES SS SR A 


My own research found many 
commonalities that centred around the kinds 
of characters lesbians are attracted to and the 
persistence of vision or diligence in watching for 
our “evidence of being.”” Independent, 
nonconformist, strong, competent and well- 
dressed female characters who actively move 
the narrative forward were seen as most 
attractive. Some favourite actors were Jodie 
Foster, Ellen Degeneres, Christine Lahti, 
Susan Sarandon, Geena Davis and Kristy 
McNichol. Gillian Andersen who plays 
television’s X-Files character Dana Scully was 
another favourite. However, concern was 
expressed over her character being 
“distressingly straight” and getting “steadily 
wimpier.” All the participants used subtexting 
as an important viewing strategy of 
mainstream films. We are always looking for 
innuendoes and cues either with certain 
individual characters or between female 
characters. These often subtle ambiguities may 
have enticing and exciting effects on us that 
Hollywood likely never intended. 

In summary, it is evident lesbians use 
subtexting as a valuable viewing strategy in 
subverting mainstream heterosexual texts. 
Although film is often considered a form of 
one-way communication, its intended 
dominant message is not always received 
intact or without varying interpretations. 
Lesbians tend to be very active spectators ever 
searching for that look, touch, glance, gesture, 
pose or outfit that affirms our being. If story 
lines don’t progress as positively for us as we 
desire (and they most often don’t), we can 
change them as Straayer’s Well of Loneliness 
lesbian reader did, or follow the strategy of this 
lesbian spectator who contributed to my 


research: “I like to leave just about five 
minutes before it’s over, just in case. Because a 
lot of the time they do fuck it up at the end. It’s 
going along great, but then the ultimate over 
the cliff, or dying, or going back to the man or 
whatever happens. If you just leave before the 
end—no interference.” 

Clearly, lesbians are adept at making 
delicious apple crumble from mere crumbs. 
Let’s hope the future of mainstream cinema 
will include realistic portrayals of us that do 
not require quite so much imagination and 
creativity On Our part. 
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QUOTE: 


eat rice have faith in women 
what | dont know now 
| can still learn 


Fran Winant 
1980 
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HONEYPOT HOROSCOPE 
FOR DECEMBER: 


ARIES: Just when you thought there was a 
light at the end of the tunnel, your psycho 
ex-from-hell walks back into your life. 
Take cover. 


TAURUS: December will be a long, trying 
month for you. Stay home and eat lots of 
turkey. There may be alittle light at the 
end of the month. 


GEMINI: It’s time to stop looking for love 
in all the wrong places. You know where 
to find her; go get her! 


CANCER: You are definitely a water sign 
this month... in fact you could steam your 
veggies from across the room. Friday the 
13" is your lucky day. 


LEO: Christmas can be a hard time for a 
party girl like you. Your best present, the 
gift that keeps on giving, was under your 
tree long ago. Party only with those you 
love (and who drink single malts). 


VIRGO: Avoid frozen veggies this month; 
stick with the fresh stuff. Look for the 
babe in the green scarf buying bulk AA 
batteries. 


LIBRA: It’s the best time of the year for 


you. Pack up your troubles, throw caution 


to the wind and... try something besides 
vanilla on that next ice cream cone. 
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SCORPIO: December will be a good 
month to take a breather and smell the — 
pussy. Keep your expectations to a 
minimum and seize the moment when 

it occurs. 


SAGITTARIUS: Remember, you get 
more nutrients if you steam, not boil, 
your veggies. Watch out for those 
Brussels sprouts; untimely gas can ruin 
a festive occasion. 


CAPRICORN: Procrastination will get 
you into big trouble this month so get 
that holiday shopping done early. 
Santa’s little helper has a big surprise 
for you—and it involves leather. 


AQUARIUS: Give the gift of life— 
muffins. Now is the time to spoil that 
someone that appreciates your efforts. 
All is well in your world. 


PISCES: While little stuffed lions look 
cute under the tree, a live Leo in the 
bedroom is even better. Eat your 
veggies to keep up your strength. 


QUOTE: 


| happen to know she’s a vagitarian. 
Alix Dobkin 
“Lesbian Code” 
1990 
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10304 - 100 Street 
Edmonton Alberta 
Ph: 413-9413 Fax: 413-9508 


Winter Hours: Mon-Fri: 7 am - 4 pm 


Gay Owned % Gay Friendly 


Private Club Atmosphere: No Membership Fees 
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Every Friday N ight 
For Women Only 


$2 Cover Charge — DJ, Dancing, Pool 


10306 - 112 Street 
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TWO Womonspace 


© DANCES «x 
2 In December: 
Saturday, December 21 yy 


Mixed: Women bring your Men-friends! _ 
$5 Members; $9 Non-MEmsERS — 


& Tuesday, December 31 
(C For Women Only! . : 
Live Entertainment by Roxanne & Van xt 
$10 Memsers; $15 Non-Members es 


Bonnie Doon Hall: 9240 - 93 Street, Spm—1am 
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